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This decision is issued in response to the "Petition Under 37 CFR 1.181(a) To Withdraw 
Holding Of Abandonment" filed on 20 August 2002 and resubmitted on 26 December 2002. No 
petition fee is required. 



On 25 February 2000, applicants filed international application PCT/US00/04838 which 
claimed a priority date of 26 February 1999 and which designated the United States. 

A Demand was filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority electing the 
United States prior to the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. As a result, the 
deadline for payment of the basic national fee was 30 months from the priority date, i.e., 26 
August 2001. 

On 22 August 2001, applicants filed a transmittal letter for entry into the national stage in 
the United States which was accompanied by, among other materials, payment of the basic 
national fee and an executed declaration. 

On 30 October 2001, the United States Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) mailed a 
Notification Of Missing Requirements Under 35 U.S.C. 371 indicating that the disclosure of the 
nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence in the present application was deficient. 

On 23 January 2002, applicants filed a "Response To Notification Of Missing 
Requirements." The Response referred the USPTO to the computer readable form (CRF) 
of the sequence filed with the international application, and it noted that the paper copy of the 
sequence listing was contained in the U.S. application. 



BACKGROUND 
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On 10 June 2002 theDO/EO/US mailed a Notification Of Abandonment indicating that 
the appltl atoned based on applicants' purported failure to respond to the 
Notification Of Missing Requirements. 

On 20 August 2002, applicants filed the petition considered herein. The petition argues 
that the abandonrSent should be withdrawn based on applicants timely response to die 

SS^SKR^qui"^ In ±Q altemative ' the petition seeks / evival of the 

S^^iS CFR I q i37(b). The petition was accompanied by a substitute paper 
copy of the sequence and a CRF of the listing. 

On 26 December 2002, applicants resubmitted the petition and accompanying materials. 

msrussiON 

As noted above, the application file contains the "Response To Notification Of Missing 

Notification Of Missing Requirements is appropriately vacated. 
TheRespo^ 

cSfTL^^ This is accept f £ under 

3^CFR H 82 1(e)! Accordingly, applicants' 23 January 2002 submission is an acceptable 
response to the Notification Of Missing Requirements. 

roNrmsiON 

Applicants' petition is GRANTED. 

The Notification Of Abandonment mailed 10 June 2002 is hereby WITHDRAWN 

This application is being forwarded to the Scientific And Technical Information Center 
(STIC) S^SISSf filed fn the international application with the present application. 
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This application will then be returned to the National Stage Processing Branch of the 
Office Of PCT Operations for further processing. The 35 U.S.C. 371 date is 23 January 2002. 
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